
 

Class 10                                Time : 1 hr. 

11-8-2016           Formative Assessment II in ENGLISH                      M. Marks: 20 

  GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

  This question paper is divided into three sections. 

  Section A  Reading   6 marks 

  Section B  Writing & Grammar   8 marks 

  Section C  Literature  6 Marks 

Section – A     (Reading) 

1.  Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:             

Google the word “happiness” and the Internet comes back with 314 million entries. Google another 
much sought-after bit of information, “diet,” and you‟ll get 468 million responses. 

But try “success” and the response is overwhelming: 1.2 billion postings, some serious, some 
teasing. Here is the advice of Arnold H. Glasow, a Wisconsin businessman and humorist: “Success is 
simple: Do what‟s right, the right way, at the right time.” 
 

Amy Chua and her husband, Jed Rubenfeld, are professors at Yale Law School and have done a lot 
of thinking about success, and how to reach it. In the preface of their book, The Triple   Package: 
they acknowledge the elusiveness of a sure-fire success formula. 

“It is one of humanity‟s enduring mysteries,” they write, “why some individuals rise from 
unpromising origins to great heights, when so many others, facing similar obstacles and with 
seemingly similar capabilities, don‟t rise at all.” 
 

Success is fueled by three forces that are products not of race, but of culture. One of them is 
superiority complex, “a deep-seated belief” that the individuals or groups are exceptional. The 
second is the opposite – insecurity – “a feeling that what you‟ve done is not good enough” and  the 
necessity “to prove oneself.” For example, studies have shown that Chinese parents frequently 
impose exorbitant academic expectations on their children, making them feel that “family honour” 
depends on their success. 
 

The former British Prime Minister Winston Churchill led his country to a victory during World War II. 
He summed up his experience on success like this: “Success in not final, failure is not fatal. It‟s the 
courage to continue that counts." 

 

1.1 Answer the following questions briefly:                    (6) 

 a) When you type the word “success” on the internet, what do you find? 

 b) What did Amy and Jed, Yale professors, feel about Success? 



 

 c) Give one example of how culture influences anybody‟s success. 

 d) What did Winston Churchill feel about success? 

 e) Find a word from the passage which means the same as 'outstanding'. 

 f) Find a word from the passage which is a synonym of 'hurdles'. 

Section – B (Writing and Grammar) 

2. Recently there were newspaper reports on schools reverting to board exam system instead of the 
grading system for the students of class 10. Most parents felt that the grading system was a not fair 
criteria. The pie-chart given below represents the opinion of people. Interpret the data taking ideas 
from the diagram and your own ideas in about 80 words.                                             (4) 

 

 

         

          

                                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

                                      WAS GRADING SYSTEM BETTER FOR EVALUATION? 

 
3. The following passage has not been edited. Write the incorrect word and the correction in your 
answer sheet, against the correct blank number.                            (½ x4 = 2) 
 I am writing this letter from the Refugee Camp.    
 We are taken shelter here.                          a)____________ 
 It was really a terrify journey.                                   b)____________ 
 We could not walk fast hence we were tired.                              c)____________ 
 When we reached the camp, we heave           d)____________ 
 a sigh of relief. 
 
4. Rearrange the following to form meaningful sentences:                                          (1x2=2) 
 a) of today / become / technology / the youths / prey to / misuse / can easily /  
  it  / if / they 
 b) is harmful / physical / excessive use / to the / as well as / their / of our /  
  mental health / men / and women / young 
 
 

NO 

50% 
YES 

25% 

Find some  
other criteria 

20% 

Can't say 
5% 
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SECTION – C   Literature & Long Reading Text 
 

5. Read the following extract and answer the questions given below :                 (3) 
  I am important to her. She comes and goes. 

                Each morning it is her face that replaces the darkness. 
                In me she has drowned a young girl, and in me an old woman 
                Rises toward her day after day like a terrible fish. 
 a) How has the mirror „drowned a young girl‟ and replaced her by an old woman? 
 b) What is the poetic device in the last line? 
 c) Give the synonym of the word „terrible‟. 
 

6. Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words each:                                    (1x3=3) 
 a) What was the compelling motive behind Mrs. Packletide big-game shooting? 
 b) Did Mrs. Packletide achieve her heart‟s desire?  How? 
 c) Give the central idea of the poem „Mirror‟. 
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