
 

Class 10                  Time : 1 hr. 
12-5-2016            Formative Assessment I in ENGLISH             M. Marks : 20 
 
  General Instructions: 
  This question paper is divided into three sections.  
  Section A  Reading                                         6marks 
  Section B  Writing & Grammar                        8 marks 
  Section C  Literature & Long Reading Text     6marks 
 

Section - A   (Reading) 

1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:                 

Burj Khalifa is not only a tribute to architectural excellence but also a tribute to extraordinary 
design and art. Over 1000 works of art can be found throughout Burj Khalifa, created by an 
international roster of artists in a plethora of mediums, from oil painting to photography and 
sculpture. The mix of contemporary and specially commissioned artworks are used as subtle 
and inspiring way-finding methods, with no artwork repeated in the tower.  
While it is superlative in every respect, it is the unique design of Burj Khalifa that truly sets it 
apart.The  centerpiece  of  this  new  world  capital  attracted  the  world's  most  esteemed 
designers to an invited design competition. 
Ultimately,  the  honour  of  designing  the  world's  tallest  tower  was  awarded  to  the  global 
leader in creating ultra-tall structures, the Chicago office of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill LLP 
(SOM) with   Adrian Smith FAIA, RIBA, consulting design Partner.  
The architecture features a triple-lobed footprint, an abstraction of the Hymenocallis flower. 
The tower is composed of three elements arranged around a central core. The central core 
emerges at  the top and culminates in a sculpted spire. A Y-shaped floor plan maximizes 
views of the Arabian   Gulf. Viewed from the base or the air, Burj Khalifa is evocative of the 
onion domes prevalent in  Islamic architecture. 
Over 40 wind tunnel tests were conducted on Burj Khalifa to examine the effects the wind 
would  have on the tower and its occupants.  

 Over 1,000 pieces of art from prominent Middle Eastern and international artists adorn   Burj 
 Khalifa and the surrounding Mohammed Bin Rashid Boulevard.  

Over 45,000 m3 (58,900 cu yd) of concrete, weighing more than 110,000 tonnes were used 
to construct the concrete and steel foundation, which features 192 piles buried more than 50 
m (164 ft) deep. Exterior cladding of Burj Khalifa began in May 2007 and was completed in 
September  2009. The vast project involved more than 380 skilled engineers and on-site 
technicians.  The  tower  accomplished  a  world  record  for  the  highest  installation  of  an 
aluminium and glass façade,  at a height of 512 metres.  
The total weight of aluminium used on Burj Khalifa is equivalent to that of five A380 aircraft 
and the total length of stainless steel bull nose fins is 293 times the height of Eiffel Tower in 
Paris.More than any other city in the 21st century, Dubai is the destination that is looked to 
for its innovative and cutting-edge design in style and architecture. By initiating and hosting 
a series of events, the iconic Burj Khalifa supports and promotes the fashion industry and the 
local and regional talent. 

 
 



 

1.1 Answer the following in brief: 
 a) Where is Burj Khalifa?           (1) 
 b) Give an example of how Burj Khalifa is not only a modern architectural wonder  
  but also has the traditional elements .        (1) 
 c) How many workers did it take to build the magnificent structure?      (1) 
 d) What is the significance of Y-shaped floor?         (1) 
 e) Find words in the passage whose synonyms are given below:     (2) 
  i) surplus   ii) original 
  
                                         Section - B     (Writing and Grammar) 
2. Imagine yourself to be Imraan Ali / Imra Ali and write a letter to the editor of The Times  
 of India expressing your feelings on the success of odd-even scheme followed by Delhi  
 Government in order to curb pollution levels. 
 In proper format, write the letter in 120 words.        (4 marks) 
 
3. The following passage has not been edited. Write the incorrect word and the correction  
 in your answer sheet, against the correct blank number.                       (½x4 = 2 Marks) 

 It was the month of June. The parched    
       earth was waiting for the rain. The furious            a) ________  _________ 
         sun has burnt and dried everything. Birds           b) ________  _________ 
       and animals are hunting for water. Water was         c) ________  _________ 
       not available in a pond or brook.             d) ________  _________ 

4. Rearrange the following to form meaningful sentences:                                        (2 Marks) 

 a) required / inevitable  / spheres / face / in all / change / and / we /  
  of life / challenges / are / to / is 

 b) change / youth / attitudes / must / a / our / towards / is / mindset /  
  the / in / the / and 

SECTION – C     (Literature) 

5. Read the following extract and answer the questions given below:                        (3 Marks) 

                 For six hours, till she was shivering 
                 and her voice was hoarse and quivering. 
                 Though subdued and sleep deprived,  
                  In the night her throat revived. 

 a) Why was the nightingale 'shivering' and her voice 'quivering'? 
 b) How did her throat revive? 
 c) Give the synonym of the word ‘revive’.  

6. Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words each:                                  (3 Marks) 
 a) Comment on Nicola’s sense of self respect and struggle in silence,  
  with reference to the lesson ‘Two Gentlemen of Verona’. 
 b) How does Nicola’s and Jacopo’s selfless sacrifice and devotion to their  
  cause give a new hope to humanity? 
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 c) What message is conveyed through the poem, ‘The Frog and the Nightingale'?  
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